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Alumni
clean up
local park
BY ALEX MARTINET
STAFF WRITER

Quinn said the tradition of sending
a sock monkey to his sister, Megan,
began while he was in Afghanistan. His
father gave a sock monkey to Megan
and said it was from Quinn, which she
loved. Since then, Quinn said he gets a
sock monkey on holidays and when he

On a cloudy Saturday afternoon just a few
blocks from downtown San Jose, current San
Jose State students and alumni participated in a
beautification of Backesto Park
The event was organized by the SJSU
Alumni Association, which hosts a variety
of social and recreational events, including
Homecoming Weekend and the Golden Grad
Reunion.
Event organizers had three goals for the
Backesto Park beautification efforts. The first
was to cut down green ivy that hung on the
bocce ball court.
The SJSU Alumni Association originally
planned to restore the park in October, but was
delayed by the Northern California firestorm.
The fires created toxic air pollution levels, which
made it difficult to work in.
According to NPR, the air pollution in the Bay
Area was the worst since 1999 during this time.
Nick Messing, SJSU Alumni Association event
planner, said it was a large reason as to why not
many people signed up last year.
“We initially had 15 people sign up in the
fall, but this time we have 34 SJSU alumni at the
event,” Messing said. “I was worried it might rain
because we already canceled it once.”
SJSU Alumni Association worked with the
City of San Jose and Northside neighborhood
association to carry out the event.
Every Saturday, the city hosts volunteer
programs to help maintain 200 parks within
different neighborhood associations. Mollie
Tobias, program manager of Volunteer
Management Unit, said it mostly depends on
who approaches them.
“Last year, we did about 165 events to help
out the parks as much as we can,“ Tobias said.
“We want to make the community a central part
where everybody comes and it’s nice, neat, clean
and green.”
According to the Northside Neighborhood
Association website, Backesto Park is over 95
years old and was named after John Backesto.
His widow, Anna, purchased the park for
$30,000 in 1890.
It took 30 years for the City of San Jose to
repurchase the land in 1922. In the following
years, federal grants allowed for the additions
of a bocce ball court and community center on
the land.
Bocce, also known as Italian lawn bowling, is
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A pile of sock monkeys that were made during the workshop will be sent to the children of active-duty soldiers.

Students support military families
BY MEI SUZUKI
STAFF WRITER

Sock monkeys were knitted at the Martin
Luther King Jr. Library Thursday afternoon
in support of veterans, active duty military
members and their families.
This was the second time student veterans,
librarians and different student organizations
participated in Operation Sock Monkey at
San Jose State.
Workshop participants made monkeys
out of a pair of socks to be donated to
Operation: Care and Comfort (OCC).
OCC supports veterans, Army
Reserve soldiers and active-duty military
members and their families by sending
them care packages.
Through the OCC, the sock monkeys
made in the workshop will be sent to children
whose parents are deployed overseas.
The Sock Monkey workshop took place in
cooperation with a few organizations that are
passionate about supporting veterans.
SJSU student and veteran Connor Quinn
suggested the idea to conduct the workshop
on campus to the Veterans Embracing
Transition Project (VET). Quinn is also the
Operation Sock Monkey coordinator.
According to SJSU’s VET website, the
project is a collaborative effort between the
Department of Graduate and Undergraduate
Programs and the Division of Student Affairs
to aid veterans on campus.

MEI SUZUKI | SPARTAN DAILY

James Wooley (left) and Karin Jeﬀery (middle) make sock monkeys that
will be sent to the families of soldiers serving overseas.

“I missed a lot of Christmases and
my sister’s graduations from high school
and college,” Quinn said. “I wasn’t there
for a lot of events, so the sock monkey
thing was a kind of way [my sister] and
I to stay connected.”
He was deployed twice to Afghanistan
and served nine years in the Army,
before returning home in 2014.

CAP

Seniors have mixed feelings on grad ceremonies
BY DOMINOE IBARRA
STAFF WRITER

Graduating
seniors
lined up at the Spartan
Bookstore to pick up their
caps and gowns.
San Jose State students
attended Grad Fest last
week and took another step
towards their future.
Seniors not only need to
buy their caps and gowns,
but they also need to
choose a colorful stole, take
graduation photos and pick
out a class ring.
GradImages,
a
professional photography
company, was on hand to

take photos.
All of this was offered to
help graduating students
prepare for their upcoming
graduation ceremonies.
“Knowing that I’m about
to graduate soon is stressful,
but also exciting at the same
time,” sociology senior
Michael Lantis said. “It
makes me reminisce [about]
my previous years and all the
memories that I have.”
However,
new
graduation criteria will take
effect this semester. Rather
than each department
hosting its own graduation
ceremony, the colleges will
hold larger ceremonies.

According to a message
to the campus in November,
SJSU President Mary
Papazian said, “It initially
was our intent to consider
only modest adjustments
in 2018 while continuing to
imagine more substantive
changes in future years.”
Some changes came
into
effect
because
many students confused
unofficial departmental
celebrations with the official
commencement.
The
official commencement also
attracted a small percentage
of eligible participants.
In addition, many of
the smaller ceremonies

were scheduled close to or
during final exams, which
caused distractions for
students and faculty.
“I
realize
that
contemplating changes to
long-standing traditions is
hard – especially when it
involves important events
that have followed a fairly
fixed pattern for many
years,” Papazian said in the
message. “Yet, the inherent
importance of this moment
in our student’s lives makes
it imperative that we strive
DOMINOE IBARRA | SPARTAN DAILY
properly and equitably to
Displays
of
caps
and
gowns
with package options
honor every graduate,
were set up at the front of the Spartan Bookstore

GOWNS| Page 2 during Grad Fest last week.
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COMFORT
Continued from page 1
travels to send to her.
During the workshop,
Lindsey Hodgson, the
founder of Operation
Sock
Monkey,
gave
instructions on how to
make a sock monkey.
Hodgson started the
project in Canada in 2006.
She wanted the project to

support children who were
going through tough times.
It transformed into
helping military members
and their families cope.
Throughout
the
evening,
38
people
attended the workshop to
make sock monkeys.
“It certainly shows
that people care,” Alison
Hughes,
executive
administrator of OCC,
said. “Some people care

enough to have the idea
to get the people together
to make all of these.
[Veterans] need a lot of
help after what they have
seen overseas.”
Librarian
Jennifer
Nathan
decided
to
participate
in
the
workshop because she
enjoys arts and crafts.
She found out about the
workshop through the event
calendar on SJSU’s website.
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expand the workshop.
“I really like to see this
activity carry on after I’m
gone,” Quinn said.
“I hope that this grows
from San Jose State and
from Bay area to other
places and then get in
touch with other veteran
communities.”

GOWNS

would have been a
monumental finish.”
Some alumni don’t like
the new change.
SJSU alumna Brigette
Baker graduated spring
2017 and only attended the
smaller ceremony under the
kinesiology department.
Baker said she doesn’t
like the change because her
parents wouldn’t be able
to find her, quickly plan
or sit under the heat for a
lengthy amount of time.
“I feel like SJSU
making it under the type
of college you are in is
very generalized and
meaningless,” Baker said.
“Your parents can’t see
the hard work you put in
and how your teachers
recognized it.”
With the new criteria
going into effect this
semester, it’s only a matter
of time to see if the
university will ultimately
stick to this new structure.
Either way, students
will be waiting to see how
long it’ll be before any
new changes come into
effect or if ceremonies will
eventually return to the
way they were before.
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“I think [the sock
monkey workshop] is
really great,” Nathan said.
“Because it gets you to
be creative and step away
from your regular day to
support a good cause.”
Representatives from
VET, the OCC and
Operation Sock Monkey
hope to conduct the
workshop every semester.
After a successful start
in Fall 2017, the plan is to

one of the oldest games
that can be played on level
ground, pavement, grass
and gravel. The goal is to
get your ball closest to the
white ball that a player
places on the ground to
start the round.
Next to the bocce
ball court is a running
fountain that has original
stonework from the
company Stonelight Tile,
a business from the 1920s,
according to its website.
The company’s tile work
can also be seen on the
outside of SJSU’s Central
Classroom Building.

Engineering
senior
Mark Muendelein and
management information
systems senior Matthew
Gen Lee cleaned up
debris and replaced the
area with tanbark.
They participated in
the beautification as
part of a service learning
program called BUS3
160:
Fundamentals
of Management and
Organizational Behavior.
The class focuses on
applying business practices
in real-life situations.
Muendelein took the
course to fulfill his minor
in business.
However, this wasn’t the
first time he participated
in a community event and

Proposal to defund
SNAP hurts students
BY DIANA AVILA
STAFF WRITER

Students struggling to
keep food on the table are
in for a bigger strain with
President Donald Trump’s
administration
recently
proposing major changes to
the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP),
according to NPR.
According to United States
Government’s SNAP website,
the program offers nutrition
assistance to millions
of eligible, low-income
individuals and families and
provides economic benefits
to communities.
Through
SNAP,
households can use the
program’s benefits to buy
food such as bread, cereal,
fruit, vegetable, meat, fish,
poultry and dairy products.
The NPR article also
stated that over the course
of 10 years, the Trump
administration wants to cut
SNAP by 30 percent, about
$213 billion.
“How can we, as students,
focus if we are hungry or
can’t eat a balanced meal,”
undeclared
freshman
Estefany Medina said.
“I
personally
haven’t
experienced hunger while in
school, but never say never.”
A 2015 study done by the
American Journal of Health
Promotion found 80 percent
of undergraduate students
from a public funded midAtlantic university had
the inability to consume a
balanced meal.
According
to
the
student food resources
on the Student Wellness
Center resource website,
37.9 percent of students

at San Jose State reported
skipping a meal or cutting
the size of the meal because
of lack of funds.
“You can not talk about
poverty without talking
about wealth,” sociology
professor Scott MyersLipton said.
Myers-Lipton believes
the tax break created by
the Trump administration
severely hurts the working
class and hurts a great portion
of the student population.
“It’s the one percent, the 0.1
percent and the 0.01 percent
who are really getting the tax
break,” Myers-Lipton said.
According
to
the
Washington Post, two
government organizations
that conduct nonpartisan
analysis said the new tax
break will benefit wealthy
Americans in both the short
and long term.
“If a student is evicted,
or if they are homeless and
they do not have money for
food, there is an emergency
fund for students,” Marko
Mohlenhoff, SJSU Student
Affairs case manager, said.
Mohlenhoff suggested
students should write
to legislators to oppose
the funding cuts because
lawmakers mentioned they
wish to hear from the public.
“If you look at the
reasoning behind this, it is
in line with old American
tradition of shaming the
poor,” Myers-Lipton said.
“Making them look like as
if they are poor because
they are lazy or they are
sinful, so they get stripped
of their dignity.”
Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianaavila284

he loves giving back to his
community.
“I’ve done several in
the past, mostly in high
school, but I’ve also done
several in college as well,”
Muendelein said.
Lee, who is originally
from Asia, said beautifying
the park was the first
time he volunteered at a
community event.
“Where I come from,
we don’t really do all this
volunteer stuff because
nobody really encourages
it,” Lee said. “It feels great
to work with a team who
are my friends.”

Follow Alex on Twitter
@almartinet

officially confer their
degrees and ensure that
they receive appropriate
personal recognition.”
Graduating seniors had
mixed emotions about this
new change. Many students
also wonder if future
ceremonies will return to
previous traditions.
“I have to admit, I
am disappointed in the
changes,” radio television
and film senior Tiffany
Weldon said. “It would
have meant a lot to me,
for us, to have our own
ceremony and really
celebrate this moment
together in a more
intimate setting.”
With this new change,
some ceremonies will be
held at the SJSU Event
Center and Avaya Stadium
because some colleges have
a bigger class size.
“The fact that we will
not be having a big class
of 2018 ceremony at
the stadium ceremony
is a major bummer,”
Weldon said. “To have
the opportunity to stand
in our stadium and have
that moment as our final
farewell, in our stadium,

Follow Mei on Twitter
@meiS0000

Follow Dominoe on Twitter
@dominoeibarra
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(Above) Guests get to enjoy their Sunday brunch along with the beautiful sights of
San Jose at Scott’s Seafood. (Left) Visitors are able to enjoy drinks from the full bar.

Scott’s Seafood is ‘easy like Sunday morning’
BY AMANDA WHITAKER
STAFF WRITER

The smell of delicious
brunch fills the air
every Sunday morning
at Scott’s Seafood. The
restaurant
offers
a
buffet-style
brunch
from 10:30 a.m. to
2 p.m. that includes
a wide range of meal
choices accompanied by
live music.
The buffet consists of
bottomless mimosas and
an endless amount of
food from eggs benedict
and french toast, to
seafood jambalaya, a
prime rib carving station
and more.
Scott’s Seafood is
located on the sixth
floor of the building
on Park Avenue right
between Golden 1
Credit Union and Peggy
Sue’s Diner. During the
summer, the Sunday

brunch is located on
the restaurant’s outdoor
rooftop
patio
that
over looks the heart of
downtown San Jose.
Currently, brunch is
offered indoors because
of the cold weather but
the views are just as
spectacular inside.
“I love coming to
Scott’s seafood,” San
Jose resident Rebecca
Myers said. “I try and
come at least every
month or so. It might
be a little pricey, but it’s
well worth it. Buffets
are my favorite because
it doesn’t limit you to
one flavor. You can
get as many different
flavors as you want.”
The buffet also offers
a shellfish bar with
fresh oysters, prawns
and crab. There was
also a dessert table
filled with chocolate
mousse, créme brulee,

bread pudding and
more. Each guest in
your party will leave
happy there’s so much
to chose from.
Not only does this
restaurant offer great
food, views and drinks
but it also has live
performances that tie
everything
together
and create a wonderful
atmosphere for guests.
While this restaurant is
more on the pricey side,
you definitely get what
you pay for. The overall
vibe of the restaurant is
classy and inviting.
“Scott’s
Seafood
doesn’t
only
have
wonderful food, but
it is accompanied by a
great view and an even
better ambiance,” San
Jose resident Steven
McKinley said. “The
same band plays every
Sunday and it’s what I
look forward to most

when coming here.”
That band is Mike’s
Trio, a jazz band that
performs their sweet
melodies every Sunday
during brunch. They
play old school classics
by artists such as Etta
James, Ben E. King and
Otis Redding. Their
music lightens up the
mood and brings joy into
guests’ Sunday-funday.
While
exploring
restaurants
in
downtown San Jose
can seem inconvenient
with the traffic and lack
of parking, Scott’s is
very easy to access. A
parking lot is connected
to the building and the
restaurant
provides
validation for the guests,
making parking free for
up to three hours.
“Working here is
really
fun,”
server
and bartender Chris
Montes said. “It gets

busy
on
Sundays
which just means more
money, even though
it
sometimes
gets
overwhelming. But it’s
nice to be able to enjoy
the music and energy of
the restaurant.”
With a place so busy
and
crowded,
one
would think the service
would be mediocre, but
all the employees are
really attentive to the
guests and their needs
for more food or drinks.
When you think
of your ideal brunch
spot, there are three
necessities:
good
food, fun people and
a welcoming location.
At Scott’s Seafood that
is exactly what you
get. It is easy to locate,
inexpensive to park
and the experience is
worth the price. After
going and speaking
with the customers

of Scott’s, there is no
question that they
will be returning in
weekends to come.

Follow Amanda on Twitter
@AmandaWhitDaily

GOOD
EATS
“Scott’s Seafood”
Cuisine:
seafood
Location:
185 Park Ave.,
San Jose, Calif. 95113

Price:
$$
Rating:



LECTURE RECAP

‘King of the Monsters’
appears on campus
BY ANDREW GLENN
STAFF WRITER

At the Morris Dailey
Auditorium, a lecture
was held last Thursday to
discuss the iconic Japanese
monster Godzilla. The
lecture, “King of the
Monsters: Godzilla and
Postwar Japan,” was held as
part of the Kazuki FukudaAbe Endowed Lecture
Series in Contemporary
Japanese Arts.
The lecture consisted
of a discussion of the
famous monster and
its long 64-year history.
Having first appeared in
the Toho Kingdom film
in 1954, Godzilla has
had 32 movies attributed
to it and shows no sign
of stopping with Gareth
Edwards’ “Godzilla: King
of the Monsters” in 2019.
Dr. William M. Tsutsui,
the president and professor
of history at Hendrix
College, was the keynote
speaker of the lecture. He,
in great detail, walked
the audience through the
history of Godzilla from
its first appearance to the
present. Having grown up
watching the legendary
monster, he spoke with
passion and determination.
“I grew up in central
Texas,” Tsutsui said. “In
the town I lived, there were
two Japanese-American
families. There was not a
lot you could relate to as
a Japanese-American kid
in Brian, Texas except for
Godzilla. It became a part

of my identity because
my friends at school,
who knew nothing about
Japan, thought Godzilla
was neat. For me that gave
me a kind of pride. I’ve
been a fan ever since then.”
The lecture did not
focus entirely on the next
movie or serve as a review
of the pre-existing series.
It served to educate the
audience on the origin
of the monster and how
it came to be an iconic
Japanese creation.
The lecture began with
a discussion about the
creation of Godzilla and
how it was intended to be
an anti-nuclear symbol
in response to the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki at the end
of World War II. The film
“Gojira” (1954) resonated
with the Japanese public
as the final events of the
war still lingered in their
memories. The film was
released in 1956, heavily
edited, to the American
public as “Godzilla: King
of the Monsters!”
Since
that
time,
the original message
conveyed by the first film
has faded from what it
once was. The films have
increased in numbers
over the past 64 years and
have been accompanied
by video games, books,
comics, toys and other
franchise media.
The Guinness World
Records has recognized
the films as the longest
running film franchise

in history.
Other members of the
audience were eager to
attend the lecture despite
not being students at San
Jose State.
“I
thought
that
Godzilla
was
very
well
represented,”
music educator Travis
Kindred said. “I think
a lot of people really
focus on the campiness.
The undertones and
reasons for Godzilla in
regards to America’s
relationship to Japan is
extremely important.
We didn’t get that as
much here as they did
in Japan. Especially for
our generation as we
look back at our parents
having to live through
that and their parents
having been adults
through that, we get that
wonderful retrospective
look about it. This
affected an entire nation
of people so horrifically
and this weird monster
movie represented that.”
The
Godzilla
franchise is sure to
continue as movies are
continuing to be made
in both the United
States and Japan. It will
continue to appeal to the
children as they grow
and come to learn more
about the legendary
monster
that
has
spanned generations.
Follow Andrew on Twitter
@SaviorElite10
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America is desensitized to mass killings
Time frame between mass shootings in the last five years
Ben Stein
STAFF WRITER

I looked down at my
phone. That alert said,
“Open fire at Harvest
music festival on the
Las Vegas Strip,” but I
didn’t open it.
Ten minutes later,
a video went viral
on Twitter with the
caption, “SHOOTING
IN LAS VEGAS AT
MANDALAY
BAY!”
Still, I did not look at
the video.
Because of the volume
of deadly shootings
and mass killings that
have taken place in
my lifetime, I have
become desensitized to
these issues.
These alerts and
tweets have become far
too familiar. I have seen
them over and over
again. “Mass killing at
Texas church.” “Mass
killing at Orlando
club.” “Mass killing
at Florida school.”
It has reached the
point where I see the
words, yet the meaning
isn’t there.
“Mass killing.”
That phrase should
make you cringe. It
should hit you like a
ton of bricks. Instead,
it is just a part of our

everyday vocabulary.
In 2013, Congress
passed the Investigative
Assistance for Violent
Crimes Act of 2012,
which defines “mass
killing” as “three or
more killings in a single
incident.”
It’s been just five
months since the mass
killing in Las Vegas
that killed 58 people
and injured 851 others.
As a country, we
should still be talking
about and mourning
this tragedy.
Instead, we have had
to move on because
other mass killings are
happening at places
like
First
Baptist
Church in Sutherland
Springs, Texas, Marjory
Stoneman
Douglas
High School in Florida
and in Yountville on
Friday where three
women were killed after
a hostage situation at a
veterans home.
It
wasn’t
until
hours later when my
Twitter feed was filled
exclusively with Las
Vegas tweets that I
realized the gravity of
the situation and felt
obligated to watch the

weeks
days

14 weeks,
2 days

4 weeks,
6 days

Nov. 5, 2017
26 were killed at First
Baptist Church in
Sutherland Springs,
Texas.

Feb. 14, 2018
17 were killed at
Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School
in Parkland, Fla.

STAFF WRITER

Working a part-time
job while in college is a
must for all students.
About 43 percent of
full-time undergraduate
students
nationwide
are working, which is
a decrease from the
50 percent of students
who worked in 2005,
according
to
the
National Center for
Education Statistics.
As a full-time student
who worked part time
since my freshman year
at Ohlone College, I can
say for sure working
definitely benefited me
in many ways.
I learned how to really
balance and organize
my schedule.
In high school, if you
looked up the definition
of procrastination in
the dictionary, you
would just see a picture
of me.
Since I had nothing
going on except going
to school and hanging
out with friends, as
a lazy high school
student, I chose to do
the latter and put off
schoolwork.
I think it’s safe to say
many students think,
“It’s not due until a week
from now, so there is no
need to do it now.”

But once you start
working those 16-20
hours each week, you
really start to learn time
management and when
to prioritize studying
and doing homework.
I know some students
believe working just adds
on to the already large
amount of stress that
comes to being a student.
That is why I am
saying to work part
time. That means it
could either be just the
weekend or maybe one
day a week. If it ever
gets too tough, you can
always cut the amount
of hours you work.
Also, working students
get better grades than
non-working students.
Studies
by
the
U.S.
Bureau
of
Labor Statistics found
undergraduate students
who work part time in
college, up to 20 hours
a week, have a better
GPA than students who
do not work at all.
When I was younger,
I was super shy and
did not approach or
try to talk to people
outside of my friends
or family. Working part
time taught me how to
work with others, solve
any issues that may

27 weeks,
3 days

June 12, 2016
49 were killed at
Pulse nightclub in
Orlando, Fla.

Oct. 1, 2017
58 were killed at
the Route 91 Harvest
music festival in Las
Vegas, Nev.

8 weeks,
5 days

15 weeks

Dec. 2, 2015
14 were killed at
Inland Regional
Center in San
Bernardino, Calif.

91 weeks,
1 day

June 17, 2015
9 were killed at
Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal
Church in
Charleston, S.C.

Oct. 1, 2015
9 were killed at
Umpqua Community
College in
Roseburg, Ore.

Sept. 16, 2013
12 were killed at
NAVSEA Building 197,
Washington Navy Yard
in Washington, D.C.

SOURCE: CNN, INFOGRAPHIC BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY

video. You could see
country singer Jason
Aldean
performing
and then all of a sudden
you hear gunshots
being sprayed and
everyone in attendance
running
around,
scared for their lives.
This was the largest
mass killing in modern
United States history.
For the next 24 hours,
this event was all
news stations covered,
the only thing being
mentioned on social
media websites and

Students should
work part time
William dela Cruz

67 weeks,
6 days

occur in the workplace
and to always be
professional and learn
how to communicate
with other people,
be it customers or
co-workers.
Working part time
allows you to become
more
independent.
It has taught me
the importance and
gratification that comes
with earning money by
your own hard work.
Working part time
also
teaches
you
practical job skills.
Some students might
say there is no point
in working part time
because it does not relate
to their major, but to me
that does not matter.
Many students are
struggling
to
find
work after graduation
even with a completed
internship. One of the
main reasons employers
do not hire some college
graduates is that they
did not work other parttime jobs besides their
internship, according to
The Washington Post.
Whether you are a
political science major
working as a server
or a journalism major
working in customer
service, you are going
to develop very helpful
skills you can take
with you that are going
to be helpful later in
your career.
Follow William on Twitter
@liamotsd

the only conversations
people were having.
But the next day it
was business as usual,
because
nowadays,
these mass killings are
that common. We don’t
have time to dwell on
them or else we will
miss the next one.
According to CNN,
19 of the 30 deadliest
shootings in the U.S.,
dating back to 1949,
have occurred in the
last 10 years.
In fact, mass killings
have become such

a problem over the
past decade that the
Columbine shooting–
in which 12 students
and
one
teacher
were
killed–is
no
longer in the top 10
deadliest shootings in
U.S. history.
In order to reach that
top 10 spot, a shooter
must kill more than 15
other people.
That
number
doesn’t even sound
large anymore. The
killing of 15 people
sounds
like
an

average Tuesday.
I’m not sure what the
next steps should be. I
don’t know if the U.S.
should ban all guns or
if they should arm each
citizen and teach them
how to use the weapon.
What I do know is
that a change needs to
be made to save lives
and stop this process
of desensitization.

Follow Ben on Twitter
@thereelbstein
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Ivanka Trump is not a genuine feminist
Alex Martinet
STAFF WRITER

During the 2018 Winter
Olympics, the South
Korean government rolled
out the red carpet for the
Trump administration, in
particular Ivanka Trump.
According to South
Korean
publication
Chosun, the government
is going to “soften her
up” so President Donald
Trump agrees to visit
Pyeongchang to have a
sit down meeting with
South Korean President
Moon Jae-in.
One
South
Korea
lawmaker said to Chosun,
“You can say that Ivanka
Trump holds the key
to convincing the U.S.
government. We will
provide all the support
we can in terms of
diplomatic protocol.”
This is a claim that
the White House has
dismissed,
but
has
reopened the debate about
Ivanka Trump, who is
increasingly choosing her
political ambitions over her
fake feminist ideals.
On New Year’s Day,
Ivanka Trump updated
her
Twitter,
deleting
from
her
biography
“passionate
advocate
for the education and
empowerment of women
and girls” and replaced
it with “Wife, mother,
sister, daughter. Advisor to
POTUS on job creation +

economic empowerment,
workforce development
&
entrepreneurship.
Personal Pg. Views are
my own.” Additionally,
she changed her location
from New York to
Washington, D.C.
This update stood out
when the 2018 Women’s
March took place across
the United States, with the
White House remaining
absent from conversation
for the second year in
a row.
I can see why. The
marches
happened
nationwide and were
inspired by President
Donald Trump winning
the
election
over
Hillary Clinton.
Ivanka Trump came into
the spotlight during the
2016 election marathon
trying to sell a version of
feminism to counter the
Democratic Party. Her
“family first and hardworking women second”
message helped win 64
percent of non-college
educated white women,
while only 35 percent
backed Clinton according
to Quartz, a stat-driven
news publication.
Ivanka
Trump
is
attempting to make her
name in Washington, but
if she’s going to stand for
feminism, she needs to take
a stand on the allegations

ILLUSTRATION BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY

against her father, who
has been accused of
sexual assault and sexual
harassment dating back to
the 1980s.
During the Olympics,
Ivanka
Trump
was
interviewed by NBC News,
where she said she believes
her father’s denials about
the accusations of sexual
misconduct.
“I think it’s a pretty
inappropriate
question
to ask a daughter if she
believes the accusers
of her father when he’s
affirmatively stated there’s
no truth to it,” she said to
NBC News.
I thought this was a
pathetic answer and a
missed opportunity for her.
The BBC reports that 15
people have come forward
to accuse President Trump

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

of sexual misconduct. Until
she answers this question,
she will have an impossible
time establishing credibility
in Washington.
Ivana Trump, Ivanka
Trump’s mother, accused
the president of rape
during their 1989 divorce.
Since then, she has dialed
back that claim, stating
it was “without merit.”
However, because of recent
events, this claim might
have merit.
Adult film actress
Stormy Daniels, whose real
name is Stephanie Clifford,
said she had sex with
President Trump.
Daniels filed a lawsuit
seeking to invalidate a
non-disclosure agreement
that was signed before the
2016 presidential election,
according ABC News.

It’s monthly, sometimes
weekly, that a dark event
from President Trump’s
past gets brought to
the spotlight.
If Ivanka Trump wants
to be a politician, she needs
to stand for the positions
she cares about most, even
if they don’t align with her
father. If she is going to go
to the Olympics, World
Cup and United Nations
meetings, she needs to
make her intentions clear.
I thought she was a bit
careless with the way she
acted during the Winter
Olympics with the ongoing
tensions between North
and South Korea.
I think she should take
some advice from Chelsea
Clinton, daughter of
Bill and Hillary Clinton.
During an interview with

Stephen Colbert, Chelsea
said Ivanka Trump needs
to understand that anyone
entering the White House
will be scrutinized.
“I think anyone who
works for the president
should expect to be
scrutinized for whatever
decisions not only he or she
is making, but whatever
decisions the White House
is making on any given day,”
Clinton said.
Playing blind won’t work.
She had 15 months to set an
agenda if she cared about
setting an feminist agenda.
Ivanka Trump, just like her
father, cares more about the
attention, than finding a
solution on the issue.
Follow Alex on Twitter
@almartinet

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

JOKIN’
AROUND
Q: What’s 50 Cent’s
name in Zimbabwe?

A: 400 Million Dollars. :-)
SOLUTIONS
ACROSS
1. Stigma
5. Foliate
10. Food thickener
14. Relating to aircraft
15. American symbol
16. Lasso
17. Bright thought
18. A type of laurel tree
20. Deliberately impassive in manner
22. Apart
23. A Buddhist temple
24. Impudent
25. Religious scholars
32. 10 in a decade
33. To untwist
34. Unruly crowd
37. Beneﬁt
38. Confuse
39. Overhang
40. L
41. Ascended
42. Ire
43. Digging in
45. Toots
49. “Eureka!”
50. Entering
53. Aridness
57. Mediator
59. Phone
60. Ends a prayer

61. A cry of approval
62. Brother of Jacob
63. Stow, as cargo
64. Tendon
65. A territorial unit of
Greece
DOWN
1. Told
2. Formally surrender
3. District
4. Street repair
5. Smooth, in music
6. Acquire deservedly
7. Senesce
8. Parasitic insect
9. Cravings
10. Drome
11. Prods
12. French for “After”
13. Attempt again
19. Impudent girl
21. Friends
25. Sort
26. Part of a foot
27. Nobleman
28. Visitor
29. Deduce
30. Solo
31. Henpeck
34. Wise men
35. Baking appliance

36. Large mass of ice
38. Container
39. Improved
41. Adjust again
42. Sore
44. Thin
45. Twofold
46. Colonic
47. Incited
48. Lying facedown
51. Brothers and sisters
52. Indian dress
53. Bird of peace
54. Convenience
55. Shut
56. Swing around
58. Buff
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TENNIS

Spartans swat Hornets in close victory
BY ANDREW GLENN
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State
women’s
tennis
team
defeated Sacramento State
4-1 in a tough matchup on
Friday in the team’s 11th
match of the season.
Construction on the new
softball stadium next door
was being conducted during
the entirety of the match
against the Hornets.
Despite the sound of heavy
machinery and the occasional
dust cloud floating over the
courts, the Spartans swept
away the competition in the
doubles matches.
The first of the two wins
was by sophomore Tamara
Culibrk and sophomore
Clara Mantaux against the
Hornets’ freshman Jenna
Dorian and sophomore Sofia
Gulnova with a score of 6-2.
Freshman
Savannah
Sendar and freshman Jackie
Wagner won the second of
three matches against the
Hornets’ freshman Shamika
Dhar and senior Ana Loaiza

Esquivias with the same
score of 6-2.
“I think we started well
in doubles,” Sendar said.
“We got the doubles point
really fast and we took care
of business.”
The Hornets secured
a victory in a single match
when freshman Laura
Malsert lost to Sacramento
State sophomore Sofia
Gulnova with a final score of
6-3, 6-4.
“My own performance
wasn’t really that good,”
Malsert said. “The other
team we played against did
really well.”
The match was not over
yet, as San Jose pulled
through despite the single
victory by Sacramento State.
The rest of the team pulled its
own weight to claim the win.
“I think in singles we
did well,” Sendar said. “For
myself, I could have played
a little bit better but in the
end I won and did what I
had to do.”
Wagner
claimed
a
victory in her match against

ANDREW GLENN | SPARTAN DAILY

Spartans Savannah Sendar (left) and Jackie Wagner (right) in their doubles match on Friday against Sac State.

Sacramento State freshman
Jenna Dorian with a final
score of 6-1, 6-4.
Junior Miyo Kobayashi
secured the win against the
Hornets’ Maria Gonzalez
with a final score of 1-5, 6-0.
Finally, Sendar got a win
and maintained her season’s
undefeated streak against

Sacramento State’s Carolina
Chernyetsky with a final
score of 6-2, 6-2.
“It was tough for the
competition and the win,”
Malsert said. “But our team
played good and did a good
job. They battled and fought
hard and that’s why we won.”
Kobayashi offered her

own opinion as to how the
Spartans performed on the
courts and as to why they
pulled through.
“I think everyone played
well,” Kobayashi said.
“Especially Tamara, because
I think her match was the
hardest to play. And then our
number one player wasn’t

here so then everyone had to
pull through together and I
think we all did well.”
The Spartans will compete
in their next game against
Saint Mary’s College in
Moraga at 1 p.m. on Friday.
Follow Andrew on Twitter
@SaviorElite10

NHL

San Jose Sharks win on SJSU night

KAVIN MISTRY | THE SPEAR

Joonas Donskoi, Timo Meier and Mikkel Boedker hug in celebration after Boedker scored in the 3rd period to make it 1-0 in Thursday’s game at the SAP Center.
BY JESSICA HOWELL
SPORTS EDITOR

The San Jose Sharks power
play finally showed up, after
being 0 for 29 in the last 12
plus games, and propelled the
team to a 2-0 victory over the
Blues on Thursday night.
“It’s nice to get the streak
out of the way. I thought
we had a couple real good
looks earlier in the first,” head
coach Pete Deboer said. “I
felt confident it was going
to come. I didn’t feel it was
irreparably broken at any
point of the streak, but it was
nice to get one.”
Coming into the game, the
St. Louis Blues were 1-6-2 in
their last nine games, while
the Sharks were 5-3-1.
From the beginning, the
Sharks were all over the Blues
who were unable to get a
shot on net until around nine
minutes into the game.
“It’s one of those games
where its playoff atmosphere,
it’s down the stretch now,”
forward Mikkel Boedker said.
“Jonesy was huge for us again
and I think we’re taking that
mentality that it’s going to be
a playoff mentality from now
until the end of the season.”
At the end of the first
period, the Sharks led 9-4 in

shots on goal and dominated
in the faceoff circle winning
62 percent of the draws.
The Sharks had a couple
decent scoring chances in the
second period but St. Louis
Blues goaltender Jake Allen
made some big saves to keep
the game scoreless.
San Jose had its first power
play opportunity after Vince
Dunn went off for hooking
Chris Tierney. They only had
two shots on net and failed to
score once again.
“Obviously we know the
opportunity we missed and
all that, I think we were 0 for
28. We know that,” Boedker
said. “We weren’t talking
about it. We know it. We
know what’s going on.”
The Blues gained traction
during the second period and
had 10 shots on net, bringing
their total shots to 14 while
the Sharks still led with 21.
After the second period,
the Blues evened it up in the
faceoff circle with both teams
at 50 percent.
Tomas Hertl and Kyle
Brodziak led their teams
with four shots on goal after
two periods.
The Sharks came out of
the second intermission
firing on all cylinders. They
pressured the Blues and got

good offensive chances. They
took shots from all over the
ice but Allen continued to
stand tall in net.
“Coming out we knew we
didn’t have to change much.
We were playing pretty well
just didn’t score,” forward
Timo Meier said. “Sometimes
you gotta stay patient, you
gotta keep going doing the
little things right and then
like I said it paid off for us
scoring later in the game.”
The Blues drew a penalty
with Hertl headed to the
box for hooking. The Sharks
penalty kill proved why they
are number one in the league
keeping the game scoreless.
The Sharks finally broke
through on the power play
with a goal from Mikkel
Boedker at 12:12 of the
third period.
St. Louis tried to tie it
up and pulled Allen for the
extra skater, but Hertl scored
on the empty net with 15
seconds left sealing the win
for the Sharks.
“It wasn’t an easy game.
I thought St. Louis battled
hard. Their goalie made
some big saves,” DeBoer
said. “What I liked was our
resiliency. We stuck with
it and didn’t try and force
it. I knew that if we stayed

with it long enough that it
would come and eventually
we got rewarded.”
The Blues only had
two shots on net in the
third period.
Meier played the 100th
game of his career. He had

three shots on net, three hits,
one block and one takeaway.
To finish up the
homestand, the Sharks
played the Washington
Capitals on Saturday and lost
2-0 and beat the Detroit Red
Wings 5-3 on Monday.

They will now head on a
Canadian road trip before
returning to the tank to
take on the New Jersey
Devils on Tuesday.
Follow Jessica on Twitter
@JessicaSHowell3

